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1762 Obadiah Taylor 1839 
Paper read by Arthur G. Taylor, at Gary meeting 1926 


Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


This year marks the 150th anniversary or sesqui-centennial 
of the Declaration of Independence. It may seem strange but 
there is only one known veteran of the Revolutionary army 
buried in Lake County. Obadiah Taylor, my great-great- 
grandfather, the subject of this sketch, was born in Deerfield, 
Mass., in 1762 and died in the pioneer settlement known as 
West Point at Cedar Lake, Indiana in the year 1839, and is 
buried in the old pioneer West Point cemetery at Cedar Lake. 


On his father’s side of the family line he was descended 
from the Taylors of Deerfield, and upon his mother’s side 
of the family from the Sawtelles of Deerfield. Both families 
were of Puritan stock. 


Adonijah Taylor, the father of Obadiah Taylor, owned a 
farm of some two hundred acres in Deerfield. He operated 
a saw mill and grist mill upon his place and named it Indian 
Hill. He built a house upon the farm in 1760. It was there 
that Obadiah Taylor was born. The old house is still standing. 
The farm is now owned by Geo. E. Sanderson and is known as 
the Whately Glen Farm. 


At the age of 18, Obadiah Taylor enlisted in the Continen- 
tal army. His war record is given as follows. “Taylor, Obed 
(also given Obadiah). Descriptive list of men raised to rein- 
force the Continental Army for the term of six months, agree- 
able to resolve of June 5, 1780, returned as received of Justin 
Ely, Commissioner by Brig. Gen. John Glover, at Springfield, 
July 10, 1780; age 18 years; stature 5 ft. 8 in.; complexion 
dark; engaged for the town of Montague; arrived at Spring- 
field, July 10, 1780 under command of Capt. Daniel Shays; 
also list of men raised for 6 months service and returned by 
Brig. Gen. Paterson as having passed muster in a return dated 
Camp Totoway, Oct. 25, 1780; also pay roll for six months 
men belonging to the town of Montague raised for service in 
the Continental Army during 1780; Marched July 9, 1780; 
discharged Jan. 9, 1781; service 6 months, seven days includ- 


ing travel (140) miles home.” (Mass. Soldiers and Sailors in 
the Revolution—Volume XV Page 415). 


It is worthy of note that his father and five older brothers 
served in the Revolutionary Army. His father was one of the 
minute men who marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775. His 
father later was a first lieutenant at Fort Ticonderoga. Late 
in the year 1777 he is mentioned as in command of the block 
house at Lake George Landing, south of Lake Champlain. 


Obadiah Taylor married Abigail Williams of Deerfield. She 
was doubly descended from Robert Williams, the first Will- 
iams to arrive in America. Her father was Dr. Thomas Will- 
iams who studied medicine with a cousin Dr. Thomas Will- 
iams, whose brother founded Williams College. On the ma- 
ternal side of the family tree, she was a granddaughter of 
Major Elijah Williams who was a son of Rev. John Williams, 
Puritan pastor of Deerfield, the Rev. John Williams who was 
carried away in captivity by the Indians. 


After the close of the war, Obadiah and several of his 
brothers removed to Rensselaer county, New York, where 
they lived for many years. 


Here were born five sons, Obadiah Taylor,__.__, Adonijah 
Taylor, Feb. 11, 1792, Horace Taylor, 1801, Leander Taylor, 
_-.., Seymour Taylor, ._-_, and six daughters, who became 
Mrs. Dorothy Lilley, Mrs. Betsey Edgerton, Mrs. Almira Palm- 
er, Mrs. Miranda Stillson, Mrs. Rhoda Gifford, Mrs. Rachel 
Hurlburt. Most of this large family later removed to Erie 
county, Pa., where the aged mother died in 1837. 


Dr. Calvin Lilley, son-in-law of Obadiah Taylor had emi- 
grated westward to the St. Joseph country, as northern In- 
diana was then called, and had become one of the pioneer 
settlers of South Bend, Indiana, in the year 1830. He sent 
back word to the East of the possibilities of this new territory. 
In the year 1832 Obadiah Taylor and several members of the 
family made a trip to what is now Lake County to look the 
country over, but did not stay here. In the spring of 1836, 
the families of Dr. Calvin Lilley, Horace Edgerton, sons-in- 
law, and Adonijah and Horace Taylor, sons together with the 
aged father, Obadiah Taylor, emigrated to Lake county and 
settled upon the east side of Cedar Lake. The Adonijah Taylor 
house and mil] was located where Binyon’s hotel property now 


is. ‘The Horace Taylor house stood where the Stanley or 
Enoch Peterson house now stands. The Dr. Lilly tavern and 
store stood upon the northeast bank of the Lake. Other mem- 
bers of the family and their relatives followed. A large com- 
munity sprang up and the Cedar Lake community which soon 
took the name of West Point, began making preparations to 
locate the county seat of Lake county at West Point. 


Death came into the community and claimed Obadiah Tay- 
lor, the aged pioneer, and his son-in-law, Dr. Lilley. They 
were buried in the old pioneer cemetery upon what is now 
known as the Kennedy place. When the commissioners came 
to re-locate the county seat, they compromised upon Lake Court 
House and changed the name to Crown Point. The village of 
West Point passed out of existence. The large group of set- 
tlers comprising the children and grand-children of Obadiah 
Taylor moved southward upon the prairie to what is now the 
Creston neighborhood. 


Nearly all of the children and grandchildren of Obadiah 
Taylor had large families. It is estimated that there are over 
one thousand descendants now living, the greater number of 
these live in Lake County. 


Among the grandchildren of Obadiah Taylor were the fol- 
lowing: Israel Taylor, Albert Taylor, William Taylor, Al- 
vira Taylor, DeWitt Clinton Taylor, Julia Taylor, Calvin L. 
Taylor, Lucy A. Taylor; 


Obadiah G. Taylor, George Taylor, Sylvester Taylor, Polly 
M. Taylor, Alvin Taylor, Sarah J. Taylor, Esther Ann Taylor, 
Parthenia Taylor; 


Freedom Edgerton, Amos Edgerton, Alfred Edgerton, 
Franklin Edgerton, Amasa Edgerton, Polly Edgerton, Esther 
Edgerton; 

Sylvester Palmer, Adelbert Palmer, George W. Palmer, 
William Palmer, Louisa Palmer, Dorothy Palmer, Sophia 
Palmer, Alvina Palmer; 


Seymour Stillson, Lyman Stillson, Charles Stillson, Simon 
Stillson, Leonard Stillson, Capt. Riley Stillson. 


Of these grand-children of Obadiah Taylor, most of whom 
became pioneer settlers of Lake County, William Palmer is the 
only one now known to be living. 


After Dr. Calvin Lilley died his widow married Aurora W. 
Dille a son of General Dille of Ohio. Dr. Lilley left no chil- 
dren and we have been unable to learn whether there were 
children born of the second marriage. We have found no re- 
cord of descendants of Obadiah Taylor, the second, Leander 
Taylor, Seymour Taylor and Mrs. Rhoda Taylor Gifford (or 
Gilford.) 


An organization of the descendants of Obadiah Taylor was 
formed at a meeting held at the home of Mrs. Flora Cutler, in 
Creston on August 22, 1926, and arrangements were made 
to hold annual meetings in the Fair Grounds at Crown Point, 
thereafter. 


Data taken from Ball’s Lake County 1884, pages 93, 94, 95, 
96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 108, 104, 379, 381, 382, 383, 384, 
885, 386, and 387; Sheldon’s History of Deerfield Mass- 
achusetts, Volume 2 page 333 and following; Williams Gen- 
ealogy page 47. 


Note: Since the above was written, a chapter of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution has been organized at Lowell 
and named after Obadiah Taylor. 


(Note 2): Since this article was written we have been in- 
formed from two sources that the pioneer Hurlburt family of 
Porter County is the Hurlburt branch of the family. This in- 
formation has not been confirmed, through the examination 
of any records, as yet. 


(Note 3)): In coming to Lake County in the spring of 
1836, part of the journey was made in a large flat-boat down 
the Kankakee river. A cook stove, the first to be brought to 
Lake County was thrown into the Kankakee river when the 
boat struck a snag in the river channel, probably in the south- 
ern part of this county. The party of immigrants then pro- 
ceeded to the Falls of the Kankakee at Momence, Illinois and 
then took the old Indian trail from Momence to Cedar Lake. 
Dr. Calvin Lilley was the first physician and surgeon to lo- 
cate in Lake County. 
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By AVIS BRYANT BROWN, Julia Watkins Brass Chapter 


The National Society, Daughters of the American Rev- 
olution, was organized October 11, 1890, at Washington, 
D.C. By an act of Congress it was incorporated in 1896 and 
submits annually a written report to the Federal Govern- 
ment. 


The motto is “God, Home and Country”. A few objects 
of this patriotic society of women are: To perpetuate the 
memory of those who achieved American independence; to 
foster true patriotism; to cherish, maintain and extend the 
institution of American freedom; to promote education. not 
only by providing scholarships for deserving girls to finish 
-college but by establishing and supporting schools in moun- 
tain districts for all children to receive at least public school 
training; to provide for the immigrant by printing in every 
language a manual for citizenship and distributing them in 
every locality. Also, complete charge of mental and manual 
education at Ellis and Angel Islands; to search for and 
record local historical data, mark historic sites, and incite 
interest in historical programs; “Conservation and Thrift’. 
In brief, to help to realize the ideals set forth in the Preamble 
of our Constitution. 


Appreciation of the value of training by education, 
caused the “Daughters” to organize a “Children of the 
American Revolution” society which follows closely the 
program and business procedure of the adult groups. Lake 
County has two of the thirty-three chapters in Indiana, the 
“Mary Vincent Woods” Chapter, Gary, and the “David 
Bryant” Chapter of Crown Point. 


Lake County ‘‘Daughters” who have had the honor to 
serve on the state board are: Mrs. William H. (Edna Tobey) 
Matthew, Gary, (state) Auditor; Mrs. John (Sarah Spang- 
ler) McFadden, Gary, Americanism State Chairman, North- 
ern Director, State Vice-Regent; Mrs. C. R. (Alta Sturgeon) 
Babcock, Gary, (state) Librarian; Mrs. Joseph E. (Avis 
Bryant) Brown, Crown Point, Better Films State Chairman, 
(state) Recording Secretary; Miss Keziah Stright, Gary, 
Americanism State Chairman. 


Of the ninety-one Chapters in Indiana, Lake as a 
county, leads with five, as follows: 

CALUMET CHAPTER, East Chicago, organized Febru- 
ary 10, 1911. Founder, Mrs. U. R. (Elsie Maxey) Diamond, 
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Organizing Regent. Charter members, 14; membership 
1934, 27. Officers are: Regent, Mrs. Leon M. (Clara W.) 
Gordon; Vice-Regent, Mrs. R. W. (Effie Hart) Richey; 
Chaplain, Mrs. B. C. Lukens; Recording Secretary, Mrs. H. 
G. Lahr; Treasurer, Mrs. G. B. Lewis; Registrar, Mrs. F. T. 
Buse; Historian, Mrs. S. C. Dwyer. 

POTTAWATOMIE CHAPTER, Gary, organized Febru- 
ary 18, 1914. Founder—Mrs. Wm. E. (Edna Tobey) Mat- 
thews, Organizing Regent. Charter members, 18; member- 
ship 1934, 122. Officers are: Regent, Mrs. J. C. (Lousana 
Phelps) Bush, Jr.; Vice-Regent, Mrs. C. M. Leary; Chaplain, 
Mrs. H. O. Connell; Registrar, Mrs. Merritt Martindale; 
Historian, Mrs. F. (Alice Mundell) Demmon; Librarian, 
Mrs. George Stirer. 

JULIA WATKINS BRASS CHAPTER, Crown Point, 
organized January 29, 1923. Founder, Mrs. C. E. (Loretta 
Steward) Black; Organizing Regent, Mrs. Frank (Sally 
Cohen) Laben. Charter members, 16; membership 1934, 
20. Officers are: Regent, Mrs. Paul] W. (Marian Pierce) 
Knight; Vice-Regent, Mrs. James (Edna Brooks) McKnight; 
Chaplain, Mrs. C. E. (Loretta Steward) Black: Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. O. J. (Lillian Foster) Bruce; Ccrresponding 
Secretary, Miss Ella Anita Blackstone; Treasurer. Mrs. J. J. 
(Berta Sheldon) Baldwin; Registrar, Mrs. E. C. (Grayce 
Cole) Clymer; Historian, Miss Ruby Brown; Librarian, Mrs. 
Neil (Mabel Holton) Brown. 

OBADIAH TAYLOR CHAPTER, Lowell, organized 
November 22, 1928. Founder, Mrs. James (Elizabeth Spry) 
Little, Organizing Regent. Charter members, 32; member- 
ship 1934, 35. Officers are: Regent, Mrs. Arwin (Lyrrel 
Hayhurst) Brown; Vice-Regent, Mrs. Vivian (Marian Nel- 
son) Hayden; Chaplain, Mrs. Earl Bailey; Recording Secre- 
tary, Mrs. Hattie McNay; Corresponding Secretary, and 
Historian, Miss Ethel Vinnedge; Treasurer, Mrs. George 
Bailey; Registrar, Mrs. Starr Brownell; Librarian, Mrs. 
Otto Dahl. 

TIMOTHY BALL CHAPTER, Hammond, organized 
May 2, 1929. Founders, Mrs. Charles H. (Orill Eliga Ferry) 
Howell and Blanche Howel!; Organizing Regent, Mrs. William 
H. (Nellie Ingraham) Goslin. Charter members, 17; mem- 
bership 1934, 54. Officers are: Regent, Mrs. C. B. (Ethel C.) 
Miller; Vice-Regent, Mrs. Morris E. Hughes; Chaplain, Mrs. 
Frank A. Ambler; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Charles A. 
Rehbein; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Don M. Beam; 
Treasurer, Mrs. T. R. Tennant; Historian, Mrs. Robert Lee 
Hitchinson; Librarian, Mrs. Lester F. Murphy. 
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